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           Contact: Betsy Hart, 202-226-8555

HERSETH            SANDLIN STATEMENT ON PROPOSED DEFENSE BUDGET CUTS

April 6,            2009, Washington, DC- U.S.            Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin today responded to the release of the            recommended cuts to the Department of Defense budget from Defense Secretary            Robert Gates. Secretary Gates’ statement included a recommendation that            “We will not pursue a development program for a follow-on Air Force            bomber until we have a better understanding of the need, the requirement,            and the technology.”
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Herseth Sandlin Statement on Proposed Defense Budget Cuts

“While today’s news            is was not a definitive statement on the future of the next-generation            bomber, it reminds us that it’s more important than ever to make sure            the B-1 bomber program is sustained and improved. The B-1 is the workhorse            of our nation’s bomber fleet, and we must properly maintain the fleet            to ensure we have the capability to keep America safe. As a home to            the B-1, Ellsworth Air Force Base is a key strategic part of our national            defense, and I will continue to work with both the Administration and            Air Force to ensure that is the case for years to come. Looking ahead,            a next-generation bomber should be a national priority because of its            value to our country as a deterrent to potential enemies.”
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